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- Federal Level:simple maiority

- Louder calls for efficiency, tfansparency
and accountability

- Local Councillors should serve the
interests of the voters and the rate-Davers
instead of paving blind allesiance fo "
political pdrties Yvhich appolnted them
into their positions
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I Current Scenario

' Based on the principle belief that local
government forms the underpinning of democratic
values and public accountability at grassroots ievel,
many countd.es conduct regular local elections.

. Since March 2nd lg65,localgovernment
elections in Malaysia were suspended with the
ptomise of its restoration. This promise has yet to
be honoured.

I Local Government Act 1,97 6 (Act 171)
(Peninsular Malaysia)

r Section '10 (1) provides that each State Authoritv is
to appoint between 8 to 24 councillors

r 3 years duration
r Section 10 (2) states that "Council lors ... shall be

appointed from ... persons ordinarily resident in the
local authority area who in the opinion of the State
Authority have:
o wide experience in local government affairs, or
o who have achieved distinction in any profession, commerce

or industry, or
o are otherwise capable of representing the interests of thetr

communities in the local authoritv area.

the issue?

Problems?
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I The unhappiness of the rate-payers:

r Councillors NOT accountable to rate-payers
but to the people who appoint them.

r Giving rise to perception that Councillors are
not working for the benefits of the residents
but for the people who appoint theml

r This lack of accountability to the rate-payers
is a breach of good governance.

r Confusing si tuat ions ar ise: MP & ADUN
taking care of residents' daily problems

I
I' 

Unhappiness of rate-payers towatd the
Iocal councils can be summarised:
) tate-payers expect certain level of
transparency and accountabiLity from his
local Councillors
F rate-payers must have more say so that no
incompatible development projects are being
implemented
Fservice delivery must be enhanced

I
I Common complaints from rate-payers:

/ uncollected gatbage
r' blocked drainage
r' unhygienic conditions ofpublic toilets
/ dim street lighting or poor maintenance on streets

lighting
r' poor maintenance of parks and recreation grounds
/ high urs".r-ent rates
'/ delay in the approval or renewal of permits or

licences
/ slow and inefficient delivery of public services
/ poor enforcement or selective enforcement of
provisions under its own bye-laws

The l is t  goes on and on. . . . .

a
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NO CORRUPT PRACTICESI

So, can something be done?

One reference point is the existing laws

Section 15 of the Locai
Governmenr Acr 1976 has a
specihc pror.ision relating to local
election.

Under this section it is stared rhat
once this Acr is gazetted, all local
elections must cease.
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Possible Options ...

A continuum

Free Local  
Here & there . . .  

Abol i t ion of
tstectrons LU

' Article 113 (4) of the Fcderal Constitution states:

Fedcral or State larv may authorizc the Election
mission to conduct elections other than thosc

rcfcmed in Clause (1)."

Clause (l) of thc Articlc mcntioncd thc clcctions to the Horrsc of

Representativcs and drc Lcgislative Assemblics of the States.

Sabah and Sarawak have not  adopted Act  171 and they
have different laws on local government administration.

In Sabah, the applicable law is the Local Government
Ord inance ,  1961  (No .1  1 )

The local government administration in Sarawak is
governed by the Local Government Ordinance, 1966.

Free Local Elecuons
Assuming the laws allows elections to take place or

actions be takcr) t() amcnd/crcate the ncccssarv laws

, "Local rate-payers for local councils"
> Elections wil l solve all problems &
unhappiness
' Councillors & all the principle olficers are
elected



Seminar on Local Government in Malaysia: The Search for New Directions

The Questions on:

> 3rd-tier of Government
> Decentralization

> CommunitY's ParticiPation

In between: here &

Sevetal combinations Possible

2 main aspects need to be examined:

a. organizational structure of the local council

b. current practice of appointing the councillors &
its composition need to be re-examined'

a. organizational structure

Several options available

e.g. CorPorate ComPanY model

State or Federal DePartment model

6
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I Election/Appointment of Councilors

a. Involved al l  the144 local authorit ies or elect ions for larger
municipals councils fi rst?

b. oartial elections where certain percentage of the councillors
elected & the remaining counci l lors continued to be
appointed?

c. Guided or representation election i.e elections through
local residents' associations, socjeties, trade and industry
associat ions, clubs, professional bodies, chambers of
commerce, civil societies or NGOS, etc

d. defining the representation:

. represent a specific number of rate-payers in a locality
or

. ftsplgsentation of a speciflc block or area

Local election is the first steP in

ad&essing the problems &
unhappiness of the rate-Payers.
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