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. Local goveffment operates within a framework

where it is Politica\ and economica\

subordinate to the State and Federal

Governments. Given the challenges faced by

local government and increasing community 
,

demands, local government has to corislstenily

negotiate from a position of weakness'

To addtess this weakness, local government

has to be ttansformedl but How and Can it?

. The Report of the Royal Commission delves

into the issue of local government competence

and its ability to deliver services' The Report

explains that 3 channels may be used i'e'.

devolution, deconcentration & decentr alization'
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. Devolution allows powers to be formally
constituted to local government units,

deconcentration operates by a delegation of

authority and decentralization combines the

elements of both devolution and

deconcenttation with discretionary and

obligatory powers (I{alaysia, 19 62, p.32)
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Local government in Malaysia is entrenched in

Items 4 & 5 of the 9th Schedule of the Federal

Constitutioo. But, it is the inability to be precise

about the objectives of local government and

recognize it as a level of decentralized

goverflment with a degree of autonomy &

powers that has weakened local government

todav.
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For local government to be able to address

national and global problems, it must be

strengthened structurally and pol-itically. "The

incentive to participate in government processes

is stronger locally than nationally because iocal

govetnrnents are closest to citizens. Therefore a

way to deepen democracy nationally is to deepen

democracy locally"(Mkhatshwa & Otekat, 2005).
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Not all central governments can accommodate

the demands of the community, and there is

recogoition that local goveffment is best placed

to help tackle commuruty and other national

issues such as poverty, cdme, urban and climate

change, migration, quality of life, etc.

I]NI\IIiRSITI
Lt]!,L 4-t{
"  a . :  : . : . 1 :

. For local go\,-ernment to be representative of the

communiry and effective as a partner in

supporting central government, it too needs to

have some form of autonomy and powers to

shape local policies, provide sewices efficiendy

and recognized as a tier of government. This

ilvolves loosening centralization and

empowering local government via

decentralization.
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. Decentralzation involves political & democratic

devolution of decision-making porvers & locally elected

& accountable representatives. It also includes

devolution of tax-raising & spending powers &

adminis trative functions.

. Decentralization is important as it will help to

strengthen local governance & give local government

the flexibility in making critical decisions with regards

to local issues (IJNPF, 2007).

3



Seminar on Local Government in Malaysia: The Search for New Directions

uNtvtiRiiITt
l t r ! L 4 l I
a.]:t:_!_

. A number of national governments in
developing countries e.g. I(enya, Tanzaria,
Cambodia and Honduras are devolvirrg some
powers to local goverrxnents and creaturg
opportunities for their local councils to be more
active in social and economic develooment

({JNPF,2007).

. Even the world's two largest countries of China
and Iodia have embraced decentralization.
Indonesia, one of the most centralized until the
end of the 1990s, has undertaken a far-reaching
decentralization of powers and resources.

. A study states that strengthening local
government is a prerequisite of social progress,
political stability and economic development
(Alam,2006).

. Giobally, decentralization is gaining momentum
and strength, BUT in Malaysia?
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. In N{alaysia, the changes that have taken place in local

government to render it more responsive have been

more administrative rather than political. Past reforms

oflocal government had depoliticized iocal government

& reinforced centralization.

. However, the recendy concluded national elections

have contributed to current sentiments and raised

concerns about local autonomv and oolitical

decentralization.
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The government's undedying philosophy

provides litde avenue for local government to be

transformed to a totally decentraiized tier;

prefening adminis trative rather than p olitical

and democratic devolution; raising litde

challenge to centralization.

TJNI\iIIRSITI
U,A]..!].,+

. For change to occut in local government, much

depends upon inter-govetnmental reiationships

or "ties that brnd"; i.e. ties between federal and

state govetnments that can significandy

influence the outcome of chanee.
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